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* Have it your own way,' replied Placida, tranquilly.   ' I cannot
bear arguing.   Perhaps, this was not even the same bird.   At any
rate, he carried me off at a prodigious speed, and set me gently
down in this very castle of which you are now the master.   \Ve
entered by one of the windows, and when the Bird had handed me
over to the Giant from whom you have been good enough to deliver
me, and given the Fairy's message, it departed.

' Then the (riant turned to me, saying,

4" So you are an idler ! Ah 1 well, we must toach you to work.
You won't be the first we have cured of laziness. See how busy all
my guests are."

* I looked up as he spoke, and saw that an immense gallery ran
all round the hall, in which were tapestry frames, spindles, skeins
of wool, patterns, and all necessary things.   Before each frame
about a dozen people were sitting, hard at work, at which terrible
sight I fainted away, and as soon as I recovered they began to ask
me what I could do.

'It was in vain that I replied as before, and with the strongest
desire to be taken at my word, " Nothing at all."

c The Giant only said,

*" Then you must learn to do something; in this world there is
enough work for everybody."

' It appeared that they were working into the tapestry all the
stories the Fairies liked best, and they began to try and teach me to
help them, but from the first class, where they tried me to begin
with, I sank lower and lower, and not even the tnost simple stitches
could I learn.

*In vain they punished me by all the usual methods. In vain
the Giant showed me his menagerie, which was entirely composed
of children who would not work! Nothing did mo any good, and
at last I was reduced to drawing water for the dyeing of the wools,
and even over that I was so slow that this morning the Giant flow
into a rage and changed me into a gazelle. He was just putting
me into the menagerie when I happened to catch sight of a dog,
and was seized with such terror that I fled away at my utmost
speed, and escaped through the outer court of the castle. The
Giant, fearing that I should be lost altogether, sent his green lion
after me, with orders to bring me back, cost what it might, and
I should certainly have let myself be caught, or eaten up, or any-
thing, rather than run any further, if I had not lucidly met you by
the fountain. And oh I' concluded the Princess, * how delightful it